
 
 

 

REL 395 Worship in the Old Testament 
Spring 2020 

 

In-person intensive at Jackson’s Point: March 30 – April 3, 2020 

 

Instructor Name: Bruce Power, PhD 

BoothUC Email: Bruce_Power@boothuc.ca 

Delivery Mode: Hybrid 

Duration: March 2, 2020 to May 29, 2020 

In-person intensive classes: March 30, 2020 to April 3, 2020, 8:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Jackson’s Point 

Credits:  3 credit hours 

Prerequisites: REL 100 and one 200 level course or two courses at the 200 level 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline:   May 1, 2020   

Time Extension Application Deadline: May 15, 2020 

 

 

Course Objectives and Content 
 

The Old Testament presents a story of God’s continuing relationship with humans. This first 

testimony is often neglected or poorly understood by Christians who regard ‘Old’ as 

signifying less relevant or replaced, rather than prior. But for the first Christians this was 

‘the Bible.’ As an anthology of authoritative or canonical writing of various types from 

numerous times and contexts, it provides a variety of windows into the world of ancient 

Israelite and Judean communities, families, and individuals and their relationships with God. 

While this rich treasury of vignettes presents a host of interpretive challenges, its study 

rewards us with insights into encountering and developing intimacy with God.  

 

In addition to the difficulties presented by the variety of times, contexts, and genres 

represented it is often the religious practices of the elite which are described. How did the 

worship of God impact the manner in which ordinary people went about their daily lives? 

How did they think about God? What did this ‘look like’ in ordinary life? Where are the 

perspectives of women? How should our knowledge of the surrounding cultures and the 

archaeological record inform our views? These and many other questions will be addressed 

in our conversations.  

 

While the broad topics listed in the outline below will discussed, the class will function in a 

seminar setting so the interests and research of students will determine the attention paid 

to the various biblical texts and subjects addressed. It will also be an important priority to 

learn all we can about the various approaches to the worship of God contained in the biblical 

tradition, and to consider what contributions this can make to our practice of worship today. 

 

 



Learning Outcomes for Students 
 

The student will work through a variety of biblical texts both individually and in the seminar 

format of the course. This individual and collective reading of various sorts of biblical text 

will expose students to a variety of interpretive methods, and provide opportunity to refine 

their hermeneutical skills. 

 

By the conclusion of the course, students will have encountered the broad spectrum of 

discussions on the development and practice of worship in ancient Israel and Judah, and 

explored at least one aspect of this in more detail.  

 

The interests of the class will determine the emphasis placed on various issues and 

questions. During each class meeting students may feel free to bring topics or queries 

arising from their readings and reflection into focus.  

 

Students will be encouraged to develop their own understanding of how our knowledge and 

understanding of the worship of God can be enriched by our use of the Old Testament. 

 

In sum, by the conclusion of the course the student will have benefited from close readings 

of a variety of Old Testament texts, will have developed their own working understanding of 

the worship of God articulated in the Old Testament, and researched a particular area of 

interest in detail. 

 

 

Required Textbook(s) and Reading(s) 
 

Richard S. Hess. Israelite Religions. An Archaeological and Biblical Survey. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Academic, 2007. ISBN 10: 0-8010-2717-9. 

   

Patrick D. Miller. The Religion of Ancient Israel. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2000. 

ISBN 0-664-22145-9. 

 

 

Course Outline 
 
A more detailed list of biblical texts and topics to be considered for each class 

session will be posted on the course page. 

 

Monday am      Wednesday am 

 

God and the gods      Kings and Prophets 

 

Monday pm      Thursday am 

 

From family religion to state cult   Completing Yahwisms 

 

Tuesday am      Thursday pm 

 

The sacrificial system The emerging regilion of the exilic   

period 

 

Tuesday pm      Friday am 

 

Holy and profane      Texts and traditions 

 

Wednesday am      Friday pm 

 

Priests, piety and prayer     Conclusions 

 



 

Course Evaluation and Grading System 

 

Pre-intensive - Read Miller The Religion of Ancient Israel. Write a one page summary of the 

most striking thing you have learned in this reading.  This is to be submitted 

by March 30, 2020.         10% 

 

Intensive -  Class participation (10% instructor/10% peer evaluation)  20% 

 

Post-intensive - Paper on a major theme or topic in ancient Israelite and/or Judean worship 

(12-15 pages).        40% 

  A one page learning reflection on Hess. Israelite Religions, or another volume  

  approved by the instructor.       10% 

  Reflection paper (2 pages).        20% 

 

How has my understanding of worship has changed as a result of my studies?  

 

All post-intensive assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. (EST), May 29, 2020 and should be 

submitted by email as Word documents. 

 

Letter Grades & Grade Points 
 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, 

superior organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize, a superior grasp of 

the subject matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge 
base. A final grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A  (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize, an excellent grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+  (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good 

organization, demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize, a very good grasp of the 

subject matter, evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the 

relevant issues under examination, very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter, 

evidence of critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant 
issues under examination, evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+  (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the 

subject matter, evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an 

understanding of the relevant issues under examination, evidence of familiarity with the 
relevant literature. 

C   (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject 

matter; some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple 

problems found in the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant 

literature. 

D   (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 
matter and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F    (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial 

understanding of the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; 
limited or irrelevant use of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 



The University College does not use a standard percentage scale to correspond to the 

letter grade and grade points. If an instructor intends to use a percentage scale, that 

scale will be included in the course syllabus. 

Resources 

  

The extensive resources on the study of ancient Israelite and Judean religion listed in the 

bibliographies of the course textbooks will provide, along with the relevant notes to 

discussion in the text, a good starting point for further research. If you need further help 

locating resources for your research paper or to pursue a matter of interest, please feel free 

to contact me. 

 

 

Academic Policies 
 

Academic Integrity 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work 

or a portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism 

harm both the student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form 

of cheating in examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic 

penalty that may include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in 

the course, dismissal from the University College, or other serious consequences.  

Plagiarism or cheating in a course in which a student is cross-registered with the University 

of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary action by the University according to its policies. 

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary 

to state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 

quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as 

well as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do 

so constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student 

submits an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the 

answer or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic 

Dean before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic 

Dean.  

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then 

make a determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide 

on appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the 

Academic Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and 

University College President.  

 

The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see Academic 

Appeals). 

 

Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 

Classrooms 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom 

only for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including 

email), downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the 

express permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 

blogging and other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of 

personal computers and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may 

be withdrawn at the discretion of the instructor. 


